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ene, eee 

This Man reteiveth Sifiners- 
18 this chapter we have an account, that, during 

Jeſus's miniſtration and preaching; all the pub= 
licans and ſinners drew near to hear him, which ſo 
offended the religious Jews, that they miirmured and 
ſhewed theit diſpleaſure, becauſe he ſuffered ſuch 4 
rabble to follow him, and more, becauſe, inſtead. 
of exclaiming againſt theſe ungodly people, whoſe 
wicked lives arid fins were known to all, and inſtead 
df thundering gut the curſes of the law to them, or 
ſhewing his uſt anger to ſuch offenders; he ſpoke 


mildiy to them, and graciouſly received them all. 


* This cauſed them to give him that character to 
defame him among the pious and more deyout ſort, 
„ Behöôld the Friend of publicas and ſinners;“ and 
dpain, ** This Man receiveth and eateth with them.” 


1 fuppoſe this ſerved to prejudice many of the righ- 


tous Scribes and Phariſees againſt him, becauſe they 
had always ſhunned the perſons, he was familiar with, 
and had eſteemed them as baſtards and not ſons of 
Abraham, and who were urider the curſe, children 
of Belial, and excommunicate ; they knew no righ= 
teouſneſs but that of Works, and which conſiſted in 
obſerving the law, and being ſtrictly obedient to all 
the precepts of Moſes, as the rabbies explained tem; 


and to theſe they had added many of the traditions 


of the fathers, in relation to their often praying, 


- making of proſelytes, waſhing their hands before 
meat, and when they come from the market, &c, 


beſide a multitude of ceremonies, in obſerving which 
2 5 „n 8 my A 2 e they 
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they plaeed much holineſs, and condemned vehe- 
mently ſuch as were not fo fcrupulous and rigid, be- 
cauſe without it they. hardly believed a man could be 
ſafe, They had carried the matter ſo far, that the 
end of tlie law. was not anſwered,” but, as our Sa- 
viour ſays, was made of none effect through their 
traditions ;*?. for they made their firſt hlunder in ſup- 
pofing at all, that righteoufneſs came by the law, and 

that the difperifation of Moſes was calculated of God 
to make men righteous, whereas the, ſole intent of 
the law was, to convince every man that ſhould hear 
it, that he was a ſinner, and under the curſe juſtly 
It was ordained to flop the mouth of every man who 
would fancy he was bJametefs and had a good heart, 


* 


and to make all the world guilty before God. In this, 


re ſpect it paved the way for the everlaſting righteouſ⸗ 
neſs, brought, in by Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe it condemns, 
55 Curſes every one who has not continued. in all 
t 11 x * 


ings and in every point and tittle of the law to do, 


} 


it ; and fince no ſoak can. eſcape fo rigorous, a con- 
demnation, but all are guilty and have ſinned more. 
or lefs, and may have no hope from the law, no Foſs 

be en thereby, the foul who wauld willingly be, 
fived, | 


ved, and who is conſcious of his ſin, and of his be- 
ing under the curſe of the law juſtly, who ſees that. 
it aims and ftrikes t the heart, condemns the leaſt. 
thought and deſire, and requires a © worſhipping the 
Lord with all the heart, with all the mind, and with. 
all the ſtrength,“ I ſay, when this is known, and 
which. is clearly the end of the Jayyy the ſoul ſinks. 
down. before Gud and cries out, What ſhall I do 
to. be ſaved? Whither ſhall I go for mercy?” and. 
thus ſees and feels, the need of a Saviour, and of re- 
demption from under the law, and of a better righ- 
tzouſneſs than our own. Hence it is that the oly; 
Gholb ſent prophets and ſcribes inſtructed out of the 

ur” - Saas kingdom 


TT 


Lingdom of heaven, to teach ſuch men to *©fook ts 
| Him (the Meſſtah) atid be ſaved.” They taught, He 
_ be called The Lord our Righteouſnefs, In his 


ys ſhall Iſrael be ſaved. They ſhall be ſaved with 
4 Pevertafling ſal vation. He fhall finiſh iniquity and 
make an end of fin; obtain reconciliation and bring 
in evetlaſting righteouſneſs. To him ſhall all fleſſi 
come. To him ſhall the gatherin 1 the people be. 
He' ſhall ſave Iſrael from all his fins.“ This ſerved 
to enlighten ſuch as eried to him in their trouble, 
ind who fat in the ſhadow of death, and comforted 


them with Hopes of the Redeemer, for whom the ſin- 


ecre Jews looked and*aited,' wiſhing to ſee his day 
till he came. But in the Jewiſh church there were 


men who had otherwiſe interpreted the law, and 


that it could make the obſervers of it ri e 
teous; and this fort prevailed exeeedingly, fo t 


the chief of the ptieſts and the learned were qr 
this mind, and eſe were called the Phariſees. St. 


Paul, and many of our Saviour's diſciples, were of 


this leck before they knew him; but none could be in 


His company and not obſerve, How in all his doe 
trines, patables; and diſcourfes, he ſharply condemns. 
the tightebuſneſs of the Phariſees, and fays, * they 
have their reward, and that, **except we get à bet- 
ter righteouſneſs than theirs, we can in no cafe en- 
ter the Eingoom of heaven, calling all that they 
boafted'of Wa whitening'of the wall, painting and 

garnifhin 210 and waſhing the outſide of 
cup and nice 1. e. it was an outward and affected 


ec tes, | it was good in the ſight mien, and 
adorned and made white the perſon who had it before 
the world, but it did not go deep, it did not walli the 
inner man of the heart, it did not cleanſe the ſpoiled 
and bud nature, nor make the ſoul “all- glorious 


within,” This only is effected ah immediate "a 
0 
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. of grece; through the inſpiration of the Spirit and 
4 ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus. This is a divine 
work, and without which all righteouſneſs, is filthy 
tags. his is ſure and certain; if there could haye 
been a law given which could have made men righ- 
tevus, then righteouſneſs had come by the Jaw of 
Moſes; but it was impoſſible, conſidering our fall and 
inbred fin, to have been made righteous, by any law. 
or works, or in any way but by that means which 
our tender and merciful Father, God, contrived, be- 
fore. the world began, and that was by means of the 
blood and wounds of his Son Jeſus, and by his obe- 
- -dience to the dead ef, the croſs e 1 
It was men ignorant of this great deſign of the God 
of Abraham, and who had received the falſe gpinion, 
that was common in thoſe times, of their being more 
rightcous than others, and of. being ſaved by wor! 
that ſtumbſed at ſeeing. Jeſus, receive. fingers, and. 
which made them flight and blaſpheme him on that 


* ; 


account; hut it is to, be obſerved, that f indi- 
cate his conduct, and to unſold before the world the 
counſel ef Gd and his ming. to fave ſinners, he, de- 


Te parables, in which, the love of the bleſſed 


trinity to loſt man, is deſcribed and exhibited in an, 


uncommon manner, and of which 1 purpoſe to ſpeak 
particularly.to-day, Would to God all that heat me 
wight be happily convinced, the ſelf righteous, that 
they. haye hitherto miſtock, and now come and buy 
of Jcſy's raiment, and be £loathed indeed, and be 
made righteous in his ugh age ever try the hea 4 
and reins, god the profane and, Sareleſs, that they 
may leave all their old ways, Ind fly to Jeſus, and 
be ſaved, for “ this may, receiveth, NEE cz 
I here are many tliouſands who (as | myſelf have 
done) make the lame miſtake; the Phariſces did, and 
place ti ue religion in a ſttict life, in obeying the let- 
3 a 8 ter 
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ter of the law, to which they add traditions and com- 
mands of men, ſuch as praying ſo many times a day, 
faſting ſo often in the week, going ſo much to church, 
performing fuch a taſk of duties, &c. and with all 
together they make a righteouſneſs, and when they 
have ſerved it up, and made them aprons, like Adam, 
of theſe, they will not ſuffer the thought, that they - 
are yet naked, but value themſel ves upon account of 
their goodneſs, and deſpiſe others, and think, God, 
'T thank thee that | am not ſo bad as other men.” It 
is for their ſakes, as well as to draw poor deluded 
ſlaves of fin to him, that Jeſus delivered himſelf in 
this gracious: manner. O may he ſpeak and write his 
mind in this great matter on every heart! "LP 
| There are ſome things chiefly obſervable in theſe 
parables, and which muſt not be paſſed over unheeded. 
In the firſt parable, which is of the Shepherd and the 
Loſt Sheep, the love and care of the Son of God is 
diſplayed ; in the ſecond, which ſpeaks of the woman 
-and her piece of money, the diligence and love of the 
Holy Spirit is ſnewn; and in the third, which is o. 
the returning child to his parent, the love and joy of 
dhe Father is expreſſed over a repenting ſinner. All 
Are to ſet forth the riehes of the grace of God to man- 
kird, and to probe, to our unſpeakable joy and com- 
fort, that © this Man receiveth ſinners,“ and re- 
Joiceth over them that come to him, as a ſhepherd 
vver a ſheep that had ſtrayed away, and which he 
has now found; and as a woman is glad to find a 
piece of nioney that ſhe had loft, and as a father re- 
Joiceth to receive his ehild again who had left him, 
and was as if dead. iacta e 
Ihe holy Jeſus, when he preached this diſcourſe, 
was ſurrounded with ſinners; all were come to hear 
bim, the ragged thieves, the wanton harlots, the ſtu- 
© pid drunkatds, who had waſted their eftates and health 
* e | . 2 I ; in 


| << 8] 
in a debauched and intemperate life, the uſyrers, 
the ſwearers, and ſabbath- breakers, crowd attentive 
round the Moſt Holy. Afar off and at a diſtance ſtand 
the murmuring Scribes and the righteous and prudent 
ople, who would have liked to hear him, if ſuch a 
dirty, naſty rabble were not his followers, and if but 
the great, the genteel and rich would go too, or if the 
- Tulers and learned but approved of him, and if he did 
not countenance and encourage that wicked multi- 
tude ſo much, or if he would but preach a little more 
againſt their finful ways, and commend a little more 
a courteous and benevolent ſpirit, and preach about 
good works and charity to his hearers, and tell igno- 
rant people their duty. os 1 6 5 
I ſuppoſe they beheld him with ſcorn, and diſdained 
to be one of that man's diſciples. As Michal, the 
daughter of Saul and wife of David, looked out at 
her window and ſaw her royal huſband dreſſed in an 
ephod, and come dancing through the ſtreets among 
-a company of maidens before the ark, and deſpiſed 
him, ſaying, with a ſneer, How glorious did the 
king of Iſrael look to- day!“ fo did theſe men, who 
murmured becauſe Jeſus received ſinners; they de- 
ſpiſed him for it with all their hearts, and were of- 
. tended. They were too good to join with thoſe who 
found mercy at his hands; they were too wile to ima- 
gine they needed repentance as much as they, or that 
they were upon a level ip God's eyes with the worſt 
of all; they were too prudent to be ever ſeen with 
him, and ſo went away offended. . 1 
O Oaſk your hearts, my dear friends, Have not you 
been of this proud ſelf-righteous mind? Have not 
you ſuch a high ſpirit f Look upon the Redeemer 
with all the publicans and ſinners hearing him, and 
think, if you ſhould not have been aſbamed to be 
Among them? However it has been, now bluſh 1 
| 3 3 I . $- * 5 i 5% 3 | 13 
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bis feet, and pray him to forgive you your falſe pru- 
dence, your ſelf-righteouſneſs, and pride, and ſit doun 
at his feet in ſpirit, and hear the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth. ' 

He begins, What man of you having an nue 
dred ſheep, if he loſe one of them, doth not leave 
the ninety and nine in the wilderneſs, and go after 
that which he hath loſt until he find it? and, when 
he hath found it, he layeth it upon his ſhoulders re- 
joicing; and when he cometh home, he calleth to- 
gether his friends and neighbours, faying, Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my ſheep which" was loſt: 
I ſay unto you, that likewiſe joy ſhall be in heaven 
+ over one ſinner that repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine juſt pexſons who need no repentance.” 

This parable our Saviour ſeems; to addreſs to the 
murmuring Phariſees, but in the hearing of the 
ſinners, that both might be edified; the ofie T00Y 
humility, and fee how equal the Saviour's ways are 
and the other, who had wandered, learn how lad 
their Shepherd is at their return, and ſo come back 
to him and be ſaved- 

Jeſus is the man who, of all his vaſt nn 
ſtock, loſt one poor ſheep. All the heavens and 
every world, vifible and inviſible, with all LNG 
hoſts, are bis; this world, compared to the cre 
tion, is only like a drop of the bucket, or like 2 a 
grain of ſand in the balance; or like one. ſheep in 
compariſon of an hundred. If a man ſhould let a 
drop fall from the bucket, he would not think of it; 
and if a man had an hundred ſheep, and' ſhould loſe 
one, Which ſhould be chaſed away by a wolf, or 
borne away by a lion or a bear, he might eaſily let 
it go, and think, it is better to loſe it than I riſque 
my life in ſearch of it, of Joſe many days time and 
ſpend much labour and pain in the purſuit of it, 

B eſpe- | 


„ TY 
eſpecially as he had yet ſo many left; but our good 
Shepherd, thought otherwiſe; the greatneſs of his 
kingdom, the innumerable worlds which were his, 
and all the inhabitants of the heavens, the angels 
and ſpirits which are beyond all number, could not 
make him think little of the loſs of this poor world, 
when ſatan, like a lion, entered the fold, and led, 
aſtray, Ike a ſheep, Adam and his wretched poſte- 
rity ; our Shepherd ſaw it from on high, nor would 
let it paſs eaſily; it lay from eternity upon his heart, 
and in due time he became their Saviour. An hire- 
ling might have let the wandering ſheep periſh, 
and only thought of the ninety and nine who were 
yet in the paſtures; but a good huſbandman would 
r:fe up early and travel far, would leave his flocks 
in the fields, and ſcek carefully that which he had 
loſt ; he would ſeatch every hill and every valley, 
enquire through every plain, and ſpare no pains till 
he had met with it ; and ſhould he find it torn by 
dogs, dirty with driving through the bogs and deep 
places, he would not therefore leave it, but would 
bind up the wounds, waſh off the filth, and lay it 
upon his ſhoulders, and come home joyfully ; he 
would tell his friends and neighbours of his ſucceſs, 
and not reflect upon all his ſore labour in ſeeking it, 
ſince he had now got it again ſafely. This is the 
heart of our dear Saviour ; he put on the form and 
office of a ſhepherd, left all his angels, all heavenly 
worlds and bleſſed fpirits, and came a thirty-years 
el into this world to ſeek his loſt ſheep. Often 
the fun burnt him by day, and the frofts conſumed 
him by night;” often he ſat down weary, and tra- 
velled through the wilderneſs weeping as he went, 
and when he found his ſheep, it was in the hand of 
the enemy, in the mouth and jaws of the devouring 
lion, the dragon had ſeized it, and was ready to make 


(mn 1 


an end of it; to redeem it, it coft him that ſevere 


conflict in the garden, when he wreſtled till his 
ſweat was like great drops of blood falling down'to 
the ground; nor did he leave it, but continued in 


the combat till his back was ſore and' bloody with 
ſcourging, his head torn with the thorns and briars 
of the wilderneſs, and till his hands and feet were 
cut through and loaded with bonds and chains. In 


this condition he was when his ſore hands caught 
the prey out of the deftroyer's teeth, and with his 


rent and bruiſed feet he trod down the dragon and 


the lion upon the mount of Calvary, and “ laid 


down his life for his ſheep.” This is that dear Sa- 
viour, who, when a ſoul repents and comes to him, 


takes it upon his ſhoulders, there he bears their bur- 


den and ſorrows, and carries it in his boſom, and in 
his loving arms, and when he has waſhed the pol- 
luted ſinner in his precious blood, and forgiven him, 


when he has healed him of thoſe wounds which 


know, I have found the ſheep which I had loſt, 


returned to the ſhepherd and biſhop of his ſoul, 


-cauſed him. ſuch ſmart and miſery,, and given him 


his peace, then he lets all his ſaints and angels 
rejoice with me, for the lamb that-went aſtray is 
The little-one that had wandered away from me, 


and for whom J have travailed and been in pain, he 
that cauſed all my grief and labour, that child that 


you once ſaw in mine enemy's hands, and who 
warred againſt me, he that trampled under foot my 
words, and would. not receive my reproofs ſo long, 


is come back to me.” This cauſes a new joy among 


the angels, and this begins properly when a ſinner 
is come to our Saviour by faith, and receives the 
knowledge of his ſalvation z- it is repeated when he 


4 


lands ſafely above, and ſhall be again renewed when 
4 22˖· Jeſus 
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ſheep return home to him! It was for your ſakes 


1 | 
. {hall divide among the people as a ſhepherd 
between his flocks, and when he ſhall be found at 
the right-hand wi:h the ſheep, and thenceforward 
ſhall that joy be continued through all eternity. 
Alſo as a man rejoices more over a loſt ſheep when 
he has recovered it ſafe and ſound, than over all the 


others which went not aftray, ſo has our Saviour 


more joy over a poor ſoul which had left him, and 
over the world which was loſt but is now found 
through his redemption, than over all thoſe ſpirits 
who keep their firſt eftate, and more than over all 
the angels who have not ſinned, and fo not needed 


"repentance, and far, far more than over all thoſe 


Telf-righteous people who glory in their ſtrict lives 


from their youth up, and dream that they need no 


repentance. O that thoſe who hear me would to- 
day rife up and leave all, and follow their true 
Paſtor ! What joy would you cauſe in heaven, and 
in the breaſts of the angels of God ! and what joy 
would our Saviour have to ſee fo many NT 


chiefly this parable was ſpoken. My guilty brethren 
and fiſters, be encouraged thereby to return to him 


who made you, and whoſe ſheep (though ſporjed and 


ſtrayed) you are, and you ſhall be received by him 
with joyeverlaſting, Let your hearts anſwer, Lo! 
J come to do thy will, my God. 
I ne ſecond parable is after this manner : What 
woman having ten pieces ef ſil ver, if ſhe loſe one, 
does not light a candle and ſweep the houſe, and ſeek 


- diligently till the find it, and when ſhe hath found 


it, the calleth her friends and neighbours together, 
ſaying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece 


which I had loſt : Likewiſe I ſay unto you, there is 
Joy in the preſence of the angels of Gcd over one 


Jinner that repenfeth,” _ | In 


/ 


md 


In this parable our Saviour teaches the care and 
diligence of the Spirit to ſeek and win back ſouls 
to the Lamb. Under the ſimilitude of a woman is 
the Holy Ghoſt deſcribed in other places of the 
ſcripture, ſometimes as a mother, a nurſe, a com- 
forter, and that in the prophets as well as in the 
New-Teſtament ; for inſtance, ** As a mother com- 
forteth her ſon, ſo will I comfort thee.” When 
Solomon ſpake afar off of the Holy Spirit's new- bear- 
ing the churchof God ont of the fide of the fecond 
Adam, he ſays, „Under the apple-tree (ſo was 
Chriſt crucified called, becauſe he excelled all the 
fons of men, as the apple-trees did the trees, antl 
which gave meat to the hungry, drink to the thir- 
ſty, and ſhadow and reſt to the weary and fatigued) 
thy mother brought thee forth, there the brought 
thee forth that bare thee.”* Again, My beloyed is 
the only one of her mother.“ Our Sav con- 
firms this in ſaying, ©* Ye muſt be born again of 
the Holy Ghoſt,” Alſo in another parable he ſpeaks 
of the Holy Spirit when he ſays, The kingdom 
of heaven is like a woman who took Teaven and put 
it into three meaſures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened,” It is the office and work of the Holy 
Ghoſt to miniſter to the faints in the name of Jefus: 
he comes in his name, and dwells with them; "We 
takes of the things of Chriſt and ſhews'it'to them; 
he glorifies him in them; and above all, it is the 
place of the Spirit to take the leaven of "Chriſt's 
* and blood, and hide it in the three meaſures 
of meal, that is, in our body, ſoul, and ſpirit, and like 
as leaven works and operates thro the meal till all is 
fit for uſe, fo is the blood of Jeſus conveyed to à 


belieyer, which continues to operate through body 88 


ſoul, and ſpirit, till all the old nature is purged 
away, and we are fit for our heavenly Father's uſe 5 
75 7 8. ? „ ; . * M 9 2 5 1 or; 
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I ; 
or, as St. Ignatius ſays, © till we become pure bread 
for our Beloved.” This is ſweetly expreſſed in a 
well-known prayer, Grant us, gracious Lord, 
fo to eat the fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſo to drink his blood, that our ſinful bodies may be 
made clean through his body, and our ſouls waſhed 
throu2h his moſt precious blood, and that he may 
evermore dwell in us, and we in him.” | 

The Holy Ghoſt loves us even as Jeſus loves, and 
is one with our Saviour in our ſalvation. He looks 


upon us dearer than pieces of filver, and more va- 


Juable than fine gold. As a good mother of the 
houfe\ ſeeks when a piece of money is dropt, and 


.ceaſes not her cares and ſearch till ſhe has found 


it, and then rejoices with her friends, fo the Holy 


.Ghoft lights a candle in the heart, illuminates the 


mind that was afleep, and ** the fooliſh heart that 


was darkened.” He cauſes a ray of divine light to 
mine within, brings a beam from the flaming eyes 
of feſus into the cloſe receſſes of the ſoul ; he ex- 
poſes all the hidden ſins, the naſty corners, the dan- 


gerous place in which the ſoul, like a/ piece of ſil- 


ver, is loſt; he ſweeps away all the outward fins, 


the rubbiſh of gaiety, pleaſures, and luſts; he 


cleanſes the outward man, and will not let it ſuffice 
till the poor loſt piece of our Saviour's treaſure is 
ſound and counted among his jewels. In this la- 
pbour is the Lord the Spirit employed, often many 
years, and with indefatigable patience he ſtrives 

. with ſouls till he has prevailed and brought them 
to Jeſus, and then “ is there joy in the preſence of 
the angels of God,” He does not grudge all the 
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ears. in which he called the ſoul, and “ waited to 
be gracious; he forgives the fin of quenching the 
light, and loving and chooſing to walk in darkneſs, 
the reſiſting his divine and maternal motions, and 
* 1 | preferting 


preferring earthly things to heavenly, and infpires., 
all the angels with joy at the converſion of the 
ſoul, whom he eſteems treaſure, and the very re- 
ward of Jeſus, the hire and wages of our Saviour, 
his riches and jewels. O maywe all be of the happy 
number, when he ſhall count them up, and they ſhall 


de to him for a crown and a diadem, and an eternal 


glory: = | ' | 

he third parable is of the Father and his Pro- 
digal Son, and is the moſt lively picture of the heart 
of God our Father toward his younger rebellious 
ſons the children of men, | ä 

It was man that was ſo fooliſh to leave his father's. 

Houſe, and go out and ſpend his portion of grace in 
riotous and careleſs living in the world ; ever ſince. 
the fall of Adam we have done thus; we have lived 
in a far country, in an eſtate afar off from the Lord, 
and there we have waſted our ſubſtance. As in the 

parable the ſon is ſaid to“ ſpend all in riotous liv- 
ing,” ſo does every man: one trifles away his pre- 
cious time in play, another heaps up riches, and 
cannot tell who ſhall gather and enjoy them; and 
others, who put on a- more ſober appearance, live 

ſtill at a diſtance from their heavenly Father, and 
perhaps content themſelves, like the prodigal ſon, 
ec with the huſks which ſwine do cat,” with the 
things of this life, or with the falſe religion which 
conſiſts only in name and ſhew, and is not really the 

| knowledge of Chriſt and his love in the heart, The, 
departure of the ſon at firſt of his own choice, ſets 
forth our free-will, which is to wander perpetually, 
and teaches, that our fall was of ourſelves, **O 1 
rael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf.” .. But our Saviour 
deſcribes the ſon at eaſe, and pleaſed with his lux- 
ury and wantonneſs among harlots, till “ there 
aroſe a famine in the land, and he began to be in 

5 | want.“ 
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want. This is when the eyes of a ſinher are bpen= 
ed, and he ſees to what all. his fins have brought 
bim, into what miſery he is plunged and funk: 
Fnere is a mighty famine in the world in which he 
lives, „not of bread, or of water, but of the word 
of God and of the bread of life.“ He ſighs that he 
has been fo fookifh to leave the Lord his Father's 
Houſe, and. begins to be in want; he wants forgive- 
nefs, he begins to want a Saviour, he is reſtleſs and 
uneaſy, all his fins afflict and trouble bim, he wants 
peace in his heart, he begins to want a reſt for his 
ſoul ; and this beginning of want increaſes till he 

hungers and thirſts for righteouſneſs and is filled, 
He went and joined himſelf to a citizen of the coun- 
try, who ſent him to feed ſwine, and he would fain 
have filled himſelf with the huſks, the grains, which 
the ſwine did eat, and no man gave unto. him, 
Pnus our Lord deſcribes their tate, who, when a 
little awakened ta a ſenſe of their miſery and want, 
get into company, and join themſelves to the men 
of this world, ſtrive. to divert away their uneaſineſs; 
and get out of the reach of his voice who daily whiſ- 
pers, Thou art poor and miſerable, come unto me. 
By his feeding of the ſwine, we may underſtand all. 
time-ſerving, all cringing to the lying and falſe 
world, and ſtooping to be the vaſſal and drudge of 
the devil and the ſervantiof fin. What are the Epi- 
cureans, the ſenſualiſts, but ſlaves? - What is the 
nobleman more than the peaſant, who is captive to 
wine and women? What the general and admiral, 
with all their bravery, when conquered by pride and 
luſt, and bond- ſervants of their paſſions? What are 
the higheſt and greateſt more than the beggar, the 
ſoldier ar common ſailor, when they creep and bow 
to the world only for gain, pleaſures, or honour ? 
They are fervants of ſwine, and as the prodigal 
. e would 
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would fain have filled himſelf with the huſks which 
they eat, ſo do they, and ſo have we all done. How 
have we ſtrove to ſatisfy our poor fouls with their 
diverſtons, and make ourfelves happy and eaſy in 
their way, but could not? All our endeavours were 
mercifully blaſted, and we rendered wretched more 
and more above meaſure, | 
It was in this ſtate he recollected his father's 
houſe; poverty drove him to think of going back: 
He thought, How many ſervants hath my father 
who have bread enough, and I periſh with hunger ! 
What though I have rebelled, and brought all this 
miſery upon me, I will ariſe and go to my father, 
and will fay unto him, Father, I have finned againſt. 
heaven, and againſt thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy fon; make me, I pray thee, thine 
hired ſervant.” This is juſt the condition, and 
theſe the thoughts of a true penitent. He thinks, 
O how happy are the children of God | How happy 
his ſervants the holy angels! O that I had but the 
loweſt place among them ! O that I might but have 
leave to call God my Father! The Holy Ghoſt 
makes uſe of this opportunity, and when Jeſus has 
ſought him out, and the Spirit has enlightened him 
thus far, he ſhews what a loving Father he has, who 
ſpared not his dear Son for him, and the poor ſinner 
trembles and cries, is afraid to aſk mercy, and dares 
not ſtay in the ſtate he is in; he reſolves at laſt to 
venture to him, and, like Efther, thinks, ** If I pe- 
+riſh, I will periſh at the feet of the king“. 
And he aroſe and went.” He did not only pro- 
poſe it, but did it. There are many who often ſpeak 
and think of it, but never go, they ſtay and periſh 
afar off; but lo! he comes, and his father ſaw 
him a great way off, and had compattion on him, 
and ran and fell upon his neck and kiſſed him.“ 

bo _ DO mak 
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O mark every word, my dear friends, and be aſto- 
.nifhed at the way in which our Saviour deſcribes 
His reception; he does not ſay the ſon ran to the 
father; he was weary, faint, and aſhamed, and 
could not, nor did he ſee his father firt, but his 
father him, and then neither did he ſend a ſervant. 
to order him to depart, and let him know he would 
not ſee him or own him; he did not upbra'd him 
with his vile and ſcandalous behaviour, with his 
diſgraceful life, and juſt want and beggary, but 
£* ran to meet him.“ It ſeems as if he had been 
looking out for him, and often with wiſhful eyes 
watching the way he went, to ſee if his poor child 
would once return, and now he meets him, ** falls 
upon his neck, and kiſſes him.” With what em- 
phaſis and affection does our Saviour expreſs the 
whole? He was fit to deſcribe his: father's tender 
heart; he knew it, and he only, and thus he does 
to our great comfort. 3 
When a poor ſelf. condemned ſinner ſets his face 
toward Zion, and comes trembling back, however 
vile in his own eyes, God the Father beholds him 
with joy. He has Jong looked down on the ehil- 
dren of men, to ſee if there were any that would 
turn,” and though the poor ſoy] does not at firſt 
diſcern the Lord, yet the Lord ſees him afar off in 
his ſad and lamentable ſtate, he views him © weary 
and heavy laden,” he underſtands his heavineſs, his 
forlorn and deſtitute condition, ſurveys his poyerty 
and wants, and has compaſhon on him, he pities 
him as a father pities his ſon, he runs, he makes 
haſte to help him.” As a father meets his only 
child whom he had bewailed for dead, or given over 
for loſt, and falls upon his neck and kiſſes him, ſo 
our Father receives his poor children, he embraces 
them and kiſſes them upon heart and loul, he makes 
| / s NOTED his 
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his love felt, and kindles ſuch a love in his chi} 
dren's breaſts as can never be extinguiſhed. or for- 
gotten, | | PO 

The ſon began to ſay, „Father, I have ſinned, 
and am not wotthy to be thy ſonz” but had not 
time to aſk a ſervant's place, for his father prevent- 
ed him by ſaying to his ſcrvants, ©* Bring the beſt 
robe and put it on him, and put a ring upon his 
finger and ſhoes upon his feet, and kill the fatted 
calf, and let us eat and be merry, for this my ſon 
was dead and is alive_again, was loſt but is now 


found.“ ; | 


'The wretch that beggared himſelf with harlots, 
and did not deſerve the worſt garment, muſt have 
the beſt robe; and he that had ſquandered away 
ſo much gold that he never deſerved to ſee the leaſt 
of it more, now muſt be adorned with a ring, and 
his feet muſt be ſhod, and a banquet, a feaſt pre- 
pared, that all the houſe might ſhare in the joy of 
the father. . | 
Thus and thus it ſhall be done to you, my dear 
brethren, who return for mercy to your Father; 
the beſt robe, that is, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
ſhall be brought to cover you, and to make you 
„all- glorious within,” this ſhall be your beautiful 
garment and white robe. He ſhall put the ring 
upon your finger; you ſhall be favoured, like Tho- 
mas, to put your finger into the nail-prints of Jeſus; 
and be convinced he is your Lord and your God, 
that ſhall ſeal you to the day of redemption, and 
you ſhall know what that means, his hands are 
like rings of berylz” your feet ſhall be ſhod with 
the ſandals of peace, that you may go on your way 
rejoicing. The great marriage-ſupper, the feaſt of 
the ſons of God above is preparing for you, and all 
is to welcome you home. But come, and all the 
| 1 We. C2 angels 
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angels, the prophets, the martyrs, and apoſiles of 
9 ſhall hear your Father confeſs you. The 


moment you give him your heart, the moment when 
he ſhall kiſs and forgive you, God, your dear Fa- 


tber God, ſhall ſay before his children and ſervants, 


« This my fon was dead but is alive again, this your 
brother was loft but is now found. | 

Thus does our Saviour preach to the publicans 
and ſinners; and what parable or what difcourſe in 
all the bible ſo ſets forth the free grace and love of 
the whole Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt? Let it affect you, my dear friends, 
remember they are the words of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


are ſpoken to you, and let it force you to go after 


nim, and compel you to come into his church and 
be faved. He is the fame good and gracious Lord 
as when he fpake theſe words, and ſuffered the fin- 
ners to hear him; his aim is the fame, it is to ſave 
ſinners, and to win them to him; his mind is the 
fame, he would have it yet be preached, that this 
man receiveth ſinners,” and all who preach it ſhall 
find his words true and faithful, and he will proſper 
them in their deſpifed but glorious office. | 
In the latter part of this laſt parable our Saviour 
;deſcribes another brother, who at hearing the joy of 
his father's houſe becauſe of the returning of the 
prodigal, inſtead of being glad with them, mur- 
mured and was angry with his father, and would 


not go in, but pleaded his obedient behaviour, and 


complained that he had never ſo much as received 
a kid to make merry with his friends, but when this 
man was come, who had fpent his ſubſtance with 
Hat lots, the fatted calf was killed, and ah the hou e 
Klled with muſic and dancing, and he was offend- 
ed, and would not enter the houſe till his father 

came put and intreated him. There is no envy or 
emulation 
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emulation among the angels and ſons of God in 
heaven, becauſe a ſinner is converted; but amon 
ſome of his people upon earth it may be found, an 
ſome who have ſeen the happineſs of ſouls ſnatched 
as it were out of the burning, and made glad in the 
Lord's ſalvation, have been moved with ſelf. righ- 
teous riſings: They can think, I am ſure I have 
lived a very ſtri and obedient life, and never run 
to that exceſs of ſin with theſe, and yet I never ex- 
perienced this joy and tranſpoft, nor have I felt this 
love and happineſs they ſpeak of; and ſuch murmur. 
They have in the heart ſomewhat of the ſame which. 
our Saviour mentions in another parable, wherein 
ſome, who laboured through the heat and burden of 
the day, murmured againſt the good man of the 
houſe, becauſe he had given others, who had only 
been called into the vineyard in the laſt hour of the 
day, the ſame with them, and had even paid the laſt 
firit; but our Saviour makes his dealings juſt by 
ſaying, Cannot 1 do what I will with my own? 
And in this ſame parable he makes the father reaſon 
with the other brother, till his ſelf righteouſneſs 
di:d away, and he was convinced of the meetneſs 
and juſtice of his father's dealings with his younger 
ſon, and then he came in. Thus our Saviour would 
have his ſelf-righteous children learn, that he is a 
Sovereign, and can do what he will with his mercy 
and grace, and that there is often more troube ts 
get one of theſe int) the houſe than the publicans 
and ſinners, It was this naſty ſpirit ruined the Jews; 
it made thoſe offended to whom Jeſus addreſſes the 
latter part of this parable; it hinders many to be 
ſaved who ſtand cavilling and quarrelling with free 
grace, till they blaſphemè and ftumble at the ſtum- 
bling- ſtone. It makes it difficult to bring home 
even an awakened ſoul who unhappily is fallen in- 
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to this ſpitit. It is hard for ſuch to go to heaven: But 
one thing I muſt obſerve, the father entreated even 
his offended and murmuring ſon to come in; may 
he do fo with all of his mind; may he convince 
them of his juſt and true ways, and make them glad 
to be ſaved freely themſelves, and glad that their dear 
Saviour will receive ſinners. All our own righteouſ- 
neſs is cauſed by ignorance of our eſtate and nature, 
When Jeſus opens the eyes of the moſt innocent, 

ke is thoroughly convinced he has no real good in 
him, and is humbly thankful “ that this man re- 
ceiveth ſinners.” He is not ſtumbled at the man: 

places where the ſcripture preaches the juſtification 
of the ungodly, of being ſaved freely, or by faith 
alone, but he thinks and fangs, l 


How glad am I that thou ſo loving art, 
That thou canſt bleſs my baſe and worthleſs heart, 
And canſt freely bear with my whole behaviour, 
O vert thou not exactly fuch a Saviour, | 
1 What ſhould I do! 


May we all experience the care of our Good 

Shepherd, the faithfulneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, and 

the tender love of the Father to our own eternal wel- 

fare, and to the honour of the Lamb; to whom with 

bis Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be praiſe for ever - 
moth. Amen, | ; 


AN 


6 ( 231 


* 


aa 7 T3 M N. 


LORD, the 8 have been, 
» My „ale [ have ſpent in ſing 
I now my youthful follies ſee, : 
And, naked, mourn my miſery. 
1 
My innocence, my ſpotleſs dreſs, 
I've loſt, and all my righteouſneſs; 
Reduc'd and made a ſtranger here 
| Nothing but filthy rags I wear. 


3· 
With men J oft have ſought to join, 
Would fait have eaten huſks with ſwinez 
But O] their joys won't do for me, 45 


"IM empty all, and vanity, 


4. 
For heay' aly bread J pant, I panes, 
I know I now begin to want: 
None gives my hungry ſoul to eat, 4 
None pities my forlorn eſtate. 


My Father's ſervants happy are, 
While I the ſinner periſh here: | 
They have enough, nor ſcarceneſs know, 
Nor gueſs what ſorrow I go through. 
6. 


PII riſe, and, 8 as I am, 
I'll cry to him from whom I came; 
Longer my Father ſhall not be 


A ſtranger to "wy — 7 CDS 
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Behold a finner, Ly I'll ſay, 

Thy ſon, who lately went aſtray 
Mis'ry and fin is all I plead, 

And want of grace and heav'nly bread. 


See me, though far from thee, and run 
To meet thy poor returning ſon. 

And while I tell my wretched caſe, 
Fall on my neck, and me embrace. 


Bring the beſt ws. thy righteouſneſs, 
And let my feet be ſhod with peace: 
Seal with a ring my trembling hand, 
And bring me to my native land. 
„ Oo 
Let all thy children now above, 
Rejoice at thy redeeming love, 
© tell them, This my ſon's forgiv'n, 
And ranſom'd to inherit heav'n. 
11. | 
Grant this, my Father, and my tongue 
Shall mingle with the bleſſed throng, 
With theirs my harp ſhall ſweetly ſound, 
] once was loſt,” but now am found! _ 
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I dead in fin remain'd, till God 8 
Redeem'd my ſoul from death by blood, 
When he for all my guilt was fan; 
And now I am alive again. 


